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There’s no shadow of the world dark enough 
for them to kind of slither around in. We’re 
after them, and it’s going to take a while. 
It can take a while. We’re after them one 
person at a time. We owe that to the Amer-
ican people. We owe that to our children. 

I can’t imagine what was going through 
their mind when they hit us. They must have 
thought we’d just file a lawsuit. They just 
don’t understand America, do they? They 
don’t understand our love for freedom. They 
don’t understand that when it comes to our 
freedoms, it doesn’t matter how long it takes, 
nor the cost, we will do our duty. 

The world’s going to be more peaceful as 
a result of America being strong and re-
solved. Peace is going to happen. You see, 
the enemy hit us, and out of the evil done 
to this country is going to come some incred-
ible good, a more secure America, a more 
peaceful world. 

People will look back—your kids and your 
grandkids will look back and say, ‘‘You know, 
my dad or my mother was involved, actively 
involved in one of the most dramatic periods 
in our country’s history.’’ And I’m confident 
they’ll look back and say, ‘‘I’m proud of their 
service because America became a better 
place as a result of their sacrifices.’’

I’m honored you had me here. May God 
bless you and your families. May God bless 
your work. And may God continue to bless 
America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. in the 
Old Council Chambers at One Judiciary Square, 
NW, following a tour of the Synchronized Oper-
ations Command Complex at Metropolitan Police 
Department headquarters at 300 Indiana Ave., 
NW. In his remarks, he referred to District of 
Columbia Mayor Anthony A. Williams, Deputy 
Mayor for Public Safety and Justice Margret 
Kellems, Metropolitan Police Chief Charles H. 
Ramsey, and Fire and Emergency Medical Serv-
ices Interim Chief Adrian H. Thompson; and 
Linda Cropp, chairman, Council of the District 
of Columbia. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks.

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Iran 
November 12, 2002

On November 14, 1979, by Executive 
Order 12170, the President declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to Iran pursu-
ant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) to 
deal with the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States con-
stituted by the situation in Iran. Because our 
relations with Iran have not yet returned to 
normal, and the process of implementing the 
January 19, 1981, agreements with Iran is still 
underway, the national emergency declared 
on November 14, 1979, must continue in ef-
fect beyond November 14, 2002. Therefore, 
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year this national emer-
gency with respect to Iran. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 12, 2002. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
1:58 p.m., November 12, 2002] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on November 13, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on November 
13.

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iran 
November 12, 2002

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
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of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the Iran emergency declared by Executive 
Order 12170 on November 14, 1979, is to 
continue in effect beyond November 14, 
2002, to the Federal Register for publication. 
The most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register 
on November 13, 2001, (66 FR 56966). 

Our relations with Iran have not yet re-
turned to normal, and the process of imple-
menting the January 19, 1981, agreements 
with Iran is still underway. For these reasons, 
I have determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared on 
November 14, 1979, with respect to Iran, be-
yond November 14, 2002. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 12, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on November 13.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Iran 
November 12, 2002

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report prepared by my Administration 
on the national emergency with respect to 
Iran that was declared in Executive Order 
12170 of November 14, 1979. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 12, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on November 13.

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Inter-American Convention 
Against Terrorism 

November 12, 2002

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith, the Inter-American Conven-
tion Against Terrorism, adopted at the Thir-
ty-Second Regular Session of the OAS Gen-
eral Assembly meeting in Bridgetown, Bar-
bados, on June 3, 2002, and opened for signa-
ture on that date. At that time it was signed 
by 30 of the 33 members attending the meet-
ing, including the United States. It has subse-
quently been signed by another two member 
states, leaving only two states that have not 
yet signed. In addition, I transmit herewith, 
for the information of the Senate, the report 
of the Department of State. 

The negotiation of the Inter-American 
Convention Against Terrorism (the ‘‘Conven-
tion’’) was a direct response to the terrorist 
attacks on the United States on September 
11, 2001. At that time, the OAS was meeting 
in Lima, Peru, to adopt a Democratic Char-
ter uniting all 34 democracies in the hemi-
sphere. The OAS member states expressed 
their strong commitment to assist the United 
States in preventing such incidents from oc-
curring again anywhere in our hemisphere. 
Within 10 days, the foreign ministers of the 
OAS member states, meeting in Washington, 
D.C., endorsed the idea of drafting a regional 
convention against terrorism. Argentina, 
Peru, Chile, and Mexico played particularly 
important roles in the development and ne-
gotiation of the Convention. 

The Convention will advance important 
United States Government interests and en-
hance hemispheric security by improving re-
gional cooperation in the fight against ter-
rorism. The forms of enhanced cooperation 
include exchanges of information, exchanges 
of experience and training, technical co-
operation, and mutual legal assistance. The 
Convention is consistent with, and builds 
upon, previous counterterrorism instruments 
and U.N. Security Council Resolution 1373, 
which mandates certain measures to combat 
terrorism. 


